On the occasion of the Ethiopia Football Championship Finals in 1947, the
Ethiopian Herald commented that: [t] hese matches would demand in future a larger and more modernly organised place for their meeting. The Addis Ababa stadium which is in the plan stage cannot be constructed too soon to meet the ever growing number in both participants and the lovers of sports in the city (June 16, 1947, p. 3).
Its inauguration later in 1947 marked the beginning of stadium construction in most of the Ethiopian provincial towns over the next three decades. Thus, stadiums have to be understood as an entirely urban phenomenon -in Ethiopia as elsewhere. They were built at a time when started a rapid urbanisation in Ethiopia. "lthough, according to the Central Statistical Oice , p. , as cited in Raiq & Hailemariam, only . % or . million people lived in
Ethiopian towns in the mids, the migratory inlux steadily grew.
As an indispensable part of the urban design, stadiums became architectural landmarks comparable to train stations. This article locates early stadium construction within the overall atempt to modernise the country which gained momentum after the end of the Italian occupation -. The creation of the modern Ethiopian citizen included ideas of intellectual as well as physical improvement and perfection. As discussed elsewhere, the introduction of so-called modern sports such as football, boxing or gymnastics through modern school systems and the reformed armed forces from the 1920s onwards, as well as the body-related work of 'invited' organisations such as the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA), became an important aspect of subject formation in the Empire (Bromber, 2013a) . The bodies of these modern citizens were annually celebrated in the Haile Selassie I Stadium -the most important sports ground -on occasions such as the track and ield competition of the Ethiopian InterSchool "thletic "ssociation or the "rmed Forces Sports Day. The inals of such sport events became political statements since they were always atended by His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I who was a staunch supporter of the modern, physical culture.
Stadiums also became new places of leisure, of male collectivity -especially through the game of football -and often also of disorder. They provided venues for political acclamation as well as sites to express discontent. As Getahun (2009) emphasised, football matches were always more than just a game. Political conlict, which followed the annexation of Eritrea as the th province, was regularly expressed in batles on the football pitch, on the ranks and in after-match-ights of fans, especially, when the Hamasien team from Asmara played against teams of Ethiopian provinces (Bahru Zewde, individual statement, March 22, 2014) . Obviously, stadiums in Ethiopia had also become what Gafney and "ale described as unique container [s] of collective emotion which produce [s] experiences that are as varied and complex as the individuals who periodically visit them" (p. 47).
Stadiums had their speciic evolution that can be analysed as the spatial en-
closure of formally open ields which were gradually transformed into measured spaces. Starting with the s, the irst part of the article relects on the beginnings of an urban sports infrastructure. Despite the fact that Ethiopia went through a brief but cruel period of Italian fascist occupation -, the article argues for further continuity, rather than rupture, in the spatial sportiication process of urban centres. In two separate parts the article focuses on the Haile Selassie I Stadium in Addis Ababa and the Baloni-Qañew-Tigray Stadium in Mekelle, the regional capital of Tigray. In doing so, it takes a closer look at stadium construction as part of an increasingly formalised sports infrastructure in Ethiopia between the 1940s and 1970s. As will be shown, both stadiums were built on former playing ields for football which undergirds the argument that the development of football and the construction of modern stadiums go hand in hand. They however difer with regard to their spatial integration into the urban fabric. Whereas the Haile Selassie I Stadium is a good example of how a stadium became part of a modernised imperial city centre, Mekelle shows how the town's margins, where the Qañew (Baloni) Stadium was located, were linked to the town through sports. This point is driven further by arguing for a temporal shift of the centre to the margins through the growing importance of sports in general, the display of physically it youth as the torchbearers of progress and the growing involvement of high level oicials in sports. The multi-functional aspects of these particular stadiums as both, sites to measure physical strength and as venues to display political power will discussed in part four. [i]n some areas where good playing ields exist, the owners of the land did not permit them to play in it. Whenever the players were found playing in such ields, they were whipped and sometimes imprisoned by Arada Zabagna (city police) (ibid.).
The situation seems to have been quite diferent for the foreign communities, as a political legitimation of racialized sport politics. Yednekatchew Tessema, the father of Ethiopian organised sports, worked at the so-called Sports Oice for the Indigenous which was under the auspices of the Directorate for Political "fairs. Yednekatchew remarked that it was made that we conduct our games in our place with everything separate -separate ields for football, separate spectators, even separate streets for bicyclists quoted in Tola, , p.
. "lthough high-ranking colonial oicials were present, the trophies were conveyed by high representatives of the local nobility who regularly atended the competitions.
The same is true for clerics of both the Christian and the Muslim faith. They not only became sponsors to build and equip local sports facilities their names and the amount of money were explicitly published in the Amharic press) but they also used playing ields as location for drawing atention to religious teaching.
With regard to formal education, only the children of notables had access to the so-called government schools. As regularly advertised in the weekly YäQesar Mengist Meliktegna, pupils were called in on Saturdays or Sundays to do gymnastics in front of the sports oice.
Arguably, the steady increase in the rigidity of the temporal and spatial regime in sports with the aim of controlling the urban African population further intensiied the process of creating speciic locations for doing sports, which had gained momentum from the 1920s onwards. Whereas these locations could be deined as open sports ields with a more or less applied temporal-spatial-regime, the systematic introduction of modern sports as subject in schools in the late 1940s; the improvement of the facilities in the reformed armed forces; as well as a promotion of physical itness through useful leisure boosted the establishment of stable and more regulated localities for doing sports.
Regulation also meant that access to the facilities became regulated, i.e. according to status, profession, ethnic cum national background or religious aili- Similar to cases elsewhere, the involvement of the army in sports activities matered to a great extent, since the armed forces provided the most essential means to build a suitable sports infrastructure -strong manpower in military command structures and material resources.
Without any doubt, football was one of the main drivers for stadium constructions, but it did not represent their sole purpose. Stadiums and sport centres became essential elements of modern town planning. Their construction was invested with speciic meanings and expectations. These expectations involved particular notions of 'useful' (as well as 'harmful') recreation. Stadiums, as part of a rapidly transforming urban sport structure, were inculcated and manifested speciic ideas of progress in a period called Ethiopian modernity . This period is especially associated with Ras Teferi, later Emperor Haile Selassie I, whose name the irst Ethiopian stadium took 4 . 
Stadium and modern urban design: Haile Selassie I Stadium in Addis Ababa
Twentieth century's projections of the modern city included sport centres and, increasingly, stadiums as important elements in the urban design. This very general observation is also true for Ethiopian cities, and especially for Addis Ababa. Number 16 on Le Corbusier's sketch of "a city for modern times"
5 , a kind of master plan for "ddis "baba, resembles a stadium structure. ban centre. Interestingly, the proposed locations for the later built Haile Selassie I Stadium match those which have been speciied for sport purposes on the early master plans. The fact that people used to play games on this area, which was well-known by the name of Cambolodga, and its later topography, compared to its surroundings, might have led the way. However, the idea of the stadiums as an important feature of a modern 'colonial' Ethiopian town was not restricted to the capital of the Africa Orientale Italiana. We can also see it in master plans for the strategic provincial town such as Jimma.
Since the Italian fascist occupation ended in 1941, the grand urban designs were not put into practice in their totality -though they left important traces.
Ideas to construct an Olympic sized stadium in Addis Ababa were soon taken up after the end of hostilities (1941) and the return of the emperor from exile. Emperor Haile Selassie, who promoted modern sports to a great extent, had already sensed the fascination of a stadium on his tour to Europe, when he was still known as Ras Teferi. As a video document (Olympic Games, 1924) shows, he and the entire Ethiopian delegation went to visit the opening ceremony of the 1924 Summer Olympics, in Stade Olympique Yves-du-Manoir, in the northwestern suburbs of Paris. "ccording to the Ethiopian Football Federation , p. , the Emperor granted the land as rəst to the National Sport Confederation of Ethiopia immediately after the war (Tibebu Gorfu, individual statement, May 14, 2014). According to Gorfu (1997, p. 24) , responsibilities for the construction were in the hands of the Addis Ababa municipality. On 2 November 1947 the Emperor laid the foundation stone for the stadium, which later took his name. In his speech, Haile Selassie emphasized his expectations about the location: the stadium will be the place where young Ethiopian athletes will reveal to the world the physical strength of the empire. For him, the building was a signiier for sport as a moral force in order to checkmate human weakness:
The building of this stadium calls the youth of Ethiopia to turn away from all substances that harm the body or limit the intellect, and to care for their health with a clear mind and a clean body. This is their sacred duty.
[…]
We love sport and We want to help Our country to gain a good reputation in this ield. Therefore, it is indispensable to know that this can only be achieved by ab-staining from alcohol and similar things, as well as by avoiding bad behaviour and substances which afect the consciousness p.
6 .
According to historical photographs and information which was published by the Ethiopian Football Federation , p. and p. , the irst shape of
Haile Selassie I Stadium was a wooden structure with a football pitch measuring x meters, a running track of meters and other athletic facilities. It had a seating capacity of places and parking space outside. The grandstand was made of wood too and was covered with corrugated iron. A beautifully forged metal fence separated the imperial loge. As Getachew explained in his introduction to the master plan for "ddis "baba , p. , the stadium was erected in an area which was later deined as the Filwoha Group. It included the new Imperial With (re-)construction of a modern stadium in the heart of the Ethiopian capital, the country met the requirements to host major tournaments. The establishment of the "frican Nations Cup in ofered new possibilities to put the nation on the sportive landscape. In 1962, Ethiopia had been chosen for the game.
The country invested heavily into stadium construction, especially in Dirre Dawa and Asmara where some of the matches were played. In 1976, when the 10th
African Cup was hosted by Ethiopia, the seating capacity of the Addis Ababa Stadium, as it was now called, was increased to host 36,000 people. In the preparation of the event the government decided to clean up around the stadium. In addition to the normal playing ields distributed through the urban area, it is a great advantage for a city to have a great unimpeded space for games. There is a ine piece of level ground suitable for this purpose on the South side of Dessie Road nearly opposite the British Embassy. It is well connected by means of the "C" Ring Road, The East and West Connection and the "B" Ring Road to the populous parts of the City. In addition to its use to make up the required acreage for normal games, this ground, which is capable of enlargement, could form a magniicent seting for a great display or for the Olympic Games. In this connection it is suggested that a huge stadium to seat at least 100,000 might be constructed on the higher ground further east along the Dessie Road from which there would be a wonderful view.
This has been done recently at Lisbon, in a somewhat similar situation (p. 71).
Although this dream has not come true -neither the construction of the stadium nor the Olympic Games in Africa -it still continues until today, as demonstrated by the model for the Addis Ababa National Stadium and Sports Village designed by LAVA (2012) . In light of the fact that most of the federal states' capitals already have a brand new stadium, Addis Ababa has to come up with an extraordinary impressive landmark in order to win the national game atention grapping.
At the city's margins: Baloni-Qañew-Tigray Stadium in Mekelle
In the s and s, nearly every provincial capital built a small stadium or a playing ield according to the FIFA-regulations, often surrounded by a 400m athletic track. The seating capacity varied to a great extent. According to Gorfu , p. , some of these playing ields, amongst them Qañew Meda in Mekelle, the regional capital of Tigray, were fenced by an outer wall for regulating the in-and-out low of movement during the late s.
In contrast to Haile Selassie I and later Addis Ababa Stadium, which is part of the city centre, modern sport infrastructure in Mekelle started at its margins on Qañew Meda. The location was already known for sports activities with a small football ield and a tennis court, which had been built by and for the Italian community in the 1930s. It was called Baloni which is the word for the ball made of used cloths and remains to be the informal name of the stadium until today.
Oicially the stadium was known as Qañew Astadiyum -after the royal horse Qañew. After the Ethiopian revolution in 1974 which put an end to the Empire, the stadium was renamed Tigray Stadium.
Historical photographs from / indicate that Qañew stadium was initially not completely walled and equipped with seats but used the natural environment for both purposes. Furthermore, the irst grandstand had the shape of a tent and resembled the early grandstand structure in places such as Janmeda, the royal race court in Addis Ababa. The tent structure was also replicated in other stadiums such as that of the provincial capital of the Sidamo province. In Mekelle, the new grandstand made of concrete and corrugated iron is visible on pictures from onwards which also display the oicial name of the stadium.
Until , when a grass pitch had been installed, the football games were played on soil, which turned into mud during the rainy season. The stadium included changing rooms built into the earth and ticket oices located in the West wall which were later demolished due to road constructions in the 1990s (ticket oices and to the construction of the Milano-Hotel changing rooms .
Image Qañew Stadium in Mekelle in , courtesy Photo Suraiel
Concerning the spatial aspects, the Ethiopian Inter-School Athletic Association / , p. reported that spectators of the regional school competition in
Mekelle, who were watching the sport event from a higher place, i.e. the grand stand as well the hill behind the stadium at its southern front, were absolutely fascinated. This case indicates that the stadium was not restricted to its outer walls. With the introduction of electricity in bigger towns, such as Mekelle, electricity pools functioned as good locations for watching football matches and other sport events. Despite the dangers -accidents were reported in the newspapers -they provided options for enjoying sports without having to spend cents on a ticket.
Near the stadium, there is Hatsey Yohannes Preparatory School which was established in and included from the very beginning sport ields and equipment. Together with the tennis court, which was turned into a multipurpose ield for volleyball, handball and basketball in / , and the Hatsey Yohannes
Preparatory School sports facilities, the stadium area formed the sport nucleus at the margins of Mekelle 7 . During Sundays' football matches or the Annual
Track and Field Competition of the regional branch of the Ethiopian Interschool "thletic "ssociation, this area deinitely turned the city s margins into a centre of atraction.
In 2012, the stadium, which is located near Enda Yesus Campus, was handed over to Mekelle University. "ccording to "bbay Media , the new Mekelle stadium with a seating capacity for , will cost million birr. "lready un- Some , invited guests and over , uniformed students of the various schools in "ddis "baba jammed the stadium to watch these lowers of the post-Victory period and citizens of tomorrow make a spectacular display of gymnastics and other related performances. Organized by the Sports and Scouts Department of the Ministry of Education and Fine Arts, the 2 1/2 hr spectacle delighted parents and spectators alike, and was a testimony on how much atention has been paid and is being paid by the Government of instilling the spirit of sportsmanship into that section of the population on whose mental and spiritual maturity and development depend the progress and advancement of tomorrow's Ethiopia (p. 12).
Performances in the stadiums followed a strict choreography -a rigid time schedule and a clearly deined spatial order. The report of the Inter-School Athletic Championships of the Tigray Province (1967, p. 24) in Qañew Stadium, for example, lists a minutely calibrated programme of competitions and acrobatic entertainment shows, where individual and collective performances were on display. Perfection was the order of the day. " temporal-spatial regime conined sportive bodies in uniform dress to display body techniques in a regulated or symmetrical manner. The same report hints, however, at the fact that this ideal remained an ideal. Shortage of equipment, coaches, physical education teachers, demanding weather conditions and the human tendency of resisting perfection might have run counter to any kind of perfection.
The two examples above already describe how stadiums served more than simply a sporting purpose. Often combined with sports related performances, stadiums were used as stages of political power, as an outlet for political dissent or, as described in Bromber (2013b), as a venue for sports-related amusement such as heavy athletic shows within an emerging consumer culture. They carried speciic ideas of modernity, progress, urbanity as well as contested notions of urban leisure. Stadiums were both places to instil order and perfection as well as spaces of potential disorder. In contrast to the Estadio Nacional Julio Martínez Prádanos in Santiago de Chile (1973) , the national stadium in Conakry (2009), or the Syrian football stadiums in Banias and Daraa (2011) , there is no case reported in which an Ethiopian stadium was ever used as a prison or place of torture.
By way of conclusion
The article used Haile Selassie I Stadium in Addis Ababa and Baloni-Qañew-Tigray Stadium in Mekelle in order to discuss aspects of stadium evolution and functionality in Ethiopia. "oth cases showed that open ields which emerged as playing grounds for football in the early 20 th century where turned into larger regulated structures. Whereas Haile Selassie I Stadium was built from the ground as part of a well-planned representative city centre, Baloni-Qañew-Tigray Stadium simply was a fenced area at the margins of the provincial capital, partly using the slopes as natural border. In this case we might rather speak of "development" of a place through gradual spatial regulation than of building a stadium as such. As shown, both stadiums are part of sports infrastructural nuclei which included more down scale facilities such as schools, recreation centres or hotels.
With the construction boom starting in the 1990 in all major Ethiopian towns, many of the small playgrounds disappeared. Furthermore, schools do not always have a sportsground. Current educational necessities are usually met with the architectural solution of vertical progress; i.e. multistory buildings on small plots. This situation adds to the existing shortage of qualiied teachers and sports equipment.
In terms of function, both stadiums were more than venues for training and competition. They were and still are social spaces for producing consent to political projects of progress, such as the modernization of Haile Selassie's era or demonstrations for socialist educational development. Major national as well as continental tournaments were always both a display of muscular as well as political strength. However, in lucrative athletic shows in the past and cultural displays on major holidays stadiums also became places of amusement beyond sports proper. Today, the extraordinary architectural design which is advertised on billboards, brochures and animated video clips has generated a new competition of grapping atention inside and outside Ethiopia. Thus, new research on current stadiums construction may discuss these hyper-modern landmarks as elements of what Heiko Schmid has called of "economy of fascination". He convincingly argued for Las Vegas and Dubai (Schmid, 2009 ) that fascination itself becomes a recourse and atention a rare commodity. In Ethiopia there might soon evolve a competition between the federal states about which capital has the best stadium. With their futurist architecture designed by internationally renowned architectural bureaus Ethiopian stadiums have the potential for city branding as it happens all over the globe (Bromber 2014, pp. 119-130) .
